
13 March 1946 



TO: SAINT, Bern 

FROM: SA ENT 

RUhjmct x^Joorglans In General - KEDIA at al 1 . 

1, Y/e are forwarding for your information and eval- 
uation a study recently compiled by this branch on .the subject 
of Georgia and the Georgians. which contains an index i In con- 
junction with this, wo have also prepared a compilation of 
oil rocent Information on KEDIA. 







SVBJnCT: Michael KH'IA 

if 

■s. ^ 

Michael icjj IA; (Michel KKT IA) ; <3 KOEBMJR, I'lc* tel. 

• Rom: Ooorgta (VSFIt) , 1902, 

Former addrosaos: (a) 99 Kurfuestwndomm, * orlin »V 31, 

Germany 

(b) 4 Rue dos Prosibannes, Croissy, 
France 

(c) Veaines (near Paris), France. 
Present address: 1 Rue des Orangos, Genova, Switzerland. 
Languages: Russian, Fronch, German. 

Profession : Yoghourt manuf a oturer . 

Faront: Stated to bo son of . Meki KEDIA, cx-dtroctca* 

of "Surote Goorgienne" , nephew of Spiridon KEDIA 
Hold Gorman passport Ko. 857, issued Berlin 15 march 

43. Claimed to be Gorman national of Armenian 
. origin (probably a purt of his cover.) 

Iravela: Visited Istanbul (from Prague) on«dn 1943 

(March 2Gth) ; and twice in 1942, staying only 
a. few days each time. 

i. According to bur files, KKDIA’s first reported 
contact with the Germans occurred around September, 1940.' This 
contact was with the . Abwehr II section of Ast, Paris ...While, 
connected' with A st, Paris, IG.jDIA made trips to Abwehr .II head- 
quarters in Berlin presumably on subjects concern lng activities 
of the Germans in. Georgia in the case of an invasion of Russia. 
-.One .report- states that KEDIA wonted to take over .direction of 
a Georgian^ government after his country's; liberation .by' the 
•.invaders. .This report also states that subject had . conferences 
-.with such high-level figures’ as CANARIS, LAITQUSEN andf^ori' L9R- . 

INGIIOVEN • There was .a Georgian office in Paris under the 
.'direction of . subject at 6 Avenue Sully-Pratoomoe;* 

2.. The chronology of subject *s activities imd or the 
Germans is hot clear . These activities, howevor, consisted of. 
the following: ' 



(a) Just " before Germany declared war on. Russia, subjoct 
was reported to bo very, busy looking up oil tho Georgians -in . 
Franco. Whon war wris declared, hb. called them all. together 
and told.' them that they could return to their native .lend If .. 
they’ would Join tho Germans. These Georgians were then trained 
at the Chateau de Rodquencourt. Subject made them aign papers 
in Gorman promising to reveal nothing they learned there. ‘After 
they were trained., they r- -turned to Paris and wore ;paid 100 
francs da ily. while subject awaited orders from the. Germans 
for their disposal . TAMARA V.’AR THE secret name "giyeny'jto missions 
made up of ' Goorgian agent' recruits , and It Is c la lined' that KEDIA 
Is chiefly responsible for the whole TAMARA project. iV‘ It ' is-.. ' 
a Iso cla imod that although the recruits wore attracted on the ; 
basis of a proposed liberated -Georgia, ki©IAy.;hims^ 
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aws.ru of the fact that tho Germans merely Intended to uso 
the poople in tho TAMAi.A project for special operations and 
hod no intention of liberating the Goorgisns, .ana that KZDIA 
wag drlvon by ambition and not Georglen patriotism# 

(b) Subject recruited Caucasian PiV’s In order to form 
an anti-Communist Legion. During 1942 and 1943, ho was re- 
ported recruiting agontg for tho SD to send to the Caucasus 

by parachute# This may or may not bo Identical with the TAKA RA 
project. It 13 known that in connection with this activity, 
subject was in Turkey during '’arch end Docembor of 1943, also 
once previously in 1942. During his Pocombor visit he is re-: 
ported to have looked for a stuff for the proposed Georgian 
M$n4.sHpy to bo 3 ct up in Romo. This project in described on 
pa go a 12 ana 13 of the Study, poor/; la and the. Georgians . In 
addition, to tho Georgians mentioned In" "tHe. study entrusted, 
with the mission of organizing the "Cloistor", it is reported 
that KAPPL R, IP -TTL, REISS.YANI! of tho SD wore behind the 
schome. KHDIA is aup;.030d to havo pickod 3 novices from among 
the Georgians of his. acquaintance to bo sent to tho rt cloister ,, 
who were, however, later found unsuitable. 

(c) KJ-DIA was reported Chfef of the Georgian Section 
of Amt Vl/c/z, tho so-called Zeppelin Section of Group C of 
Amt VI of the RSITA, which had the over-all responsibility for . 
Russia. The Zeppelin Referat ran straight intelligence, 
sabotage and subversivo operations in Russia. 

(d) Subject, ot one time or another, was reported to 

have worked with all of the various German Agencies concerning 
Georgia. . . ■ 

• A* The Georgian national Committee which was part 
of the Rosenberg Ministry for the occupied eastern territories •. 

7 . ■ under 

2. Tho Georgischc Vcrbindungsstab which' was/the ... . 
direction of~l3AM AT , end 

5. Kaukar.ische Vertraucnstollo. . 



3 „ The contacts mentioned by KDDIA in your BX-625. 
do not mean, much to U 3 here especially considering the high 
level of all KKDIA's positions with the Germans and especially, 
the GIS. Tho only Dr. XRAtT R v/o- have hero was. .Connected with 
the Abv/ehr in Cologne and the specialist in economic espionage 
w 1th.. Interests, directed chiefly toward the USA. The :Dr. Greffe 
of your RX-625 Is undoubtedly Ostubaf. Dr . GRASF2-, former chief 
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of "TO ancl In chnrgo of nil fT activities against Russia, 
Turkey and Near "oat. GKhV'L wca reported to have been 
killed in January of 1944 in a not or accident and to have 
been succeeded by Ost.ubaf Helmut TSC: I..KSK5!, about whom 
little includ ing hie whereabouts la known, ir. v/hich matter 
K-'vDIA could possibly bo of help. 

4. Tho Dr. BEP.hR of your p.X-625 is likewise not 
clearly identified hero among tho many BBB'.P. 1 s in our filos, 
unless ho is possibly Oberst l-’ritz BBI-.EK <8 Dr. ODWAID who was 
in I’oris in tho spring of 1941 and was throughout the war 
connected with Abwehr T in Frr.nco. Ts thore any connection 
between tho Tf T*KJ\ of your FX-f>25 and the Sdf TTEI5BR who occurs 
on Pago 2 of your RX-564, who is also not ident if ioblo here, 
but would so 'n to bo of exceptionable imnortnnce becauso of 
tiie part he played in KrT-TA 1 a chain. 

5». • Of all the persona lit 'es in the GTS with whom 
Kl'TTTA must have hod contact, it would so om likely that his 
closest one must have boon Stmbf Erich HKNOELHAUFT who was 
Chief of Referat Vl/c/z (ZEPBKLIK op ration) and at one time, 
was reported to be Chief of the whole of Rofemts of Vl/c . 

• HSRQEEHAUPT is a high priority target for Lon- -n and would 
Undoubtedly be a rich source for the kind . of information we 
are most recently interest in. Ho was la it hoard of by London 
os heading for Danzig around the time of the German break-up 
in early 1945. A report from .Austria states that KENGELHAUPT 
fled to Switzerland, with KEDIA, and we also understand from a 
recent arrival, hero that this information was given/iKfcfrmally 
some weeks ago in Paris. V/e should like immediate verification 
of this nows of IIEHGELRAL'FT f s presence in Switzerland,, and 
believe if he is actually there, steps should be. taken at cnce 
to bring about his expulsion and arrest. 



6. From ^the.^same p;spi.irce . from' v/hich $'the above;; inf oiv-. 
. ; mntIon:;iOnFKIjrGELF^^ we have 'also recently received' 

a good deal of information concerning the. activities of XEDIA 
. and other Georgians. iTho^iourc e; of • th 1^; ; in for ration;: wa sf ahj|', 
opora tloni^runln^ A u s t r ia/xlhiit he' iT a llhwhich^madeRtisb^bf'XPDIA ’s 

riva^ . S’’". :.v , v . 

A lth'ough evaluates all the. information wh ’ ch this" 

.op oyat iomd e^ iv or ed : iv or yi h igh ly , we assume here* that since thoy^ 
■ ; .'P?.5y,i?;.0?b%s- were naturally biased against KEDIA and his group, 
the information is much more lik9ly to bo of doubtful value. 

V/e would appreciate your judgment on the natter. 

■7 ;■ In' general, dpe.rpi$.i.iMi: reports that 

. K’-TilA is an opportunist J of the purest sort who hes at all times 
■ployed both, std-os . Thus, he helpod many Jov/s In Franco (as 
' in your EX-625, Pa c 2) ^receiving however, quite adoquate 
financial remuneration for this assistance. Although on the 



iQC® bond, h ' or:, united tho Goorgischa Yerbindun.'sstab :-nd 
tho Georgian righting Units within the SD and 5V , he la re- 
ported on the other hr.nd, to have kept up high connections 
with '-oorglan Monachovik Irredentist circles and with Soviet 
aborts and colls, such ms the HKVB agent, Major KABOT'NIA, 
wh on ho shielded from the 'ostnpo by giving him refugoo in 
the Goorgischo Vorb indun gsstsb . 

0. Thq^.uttrinn rovorts cor to in information that 
Kfi'.TA, In fibbing to Switzerland, took with him a 11 tho money 
of tho Hoorglacho Verb indun >natnb, which would not soon to 
jive v. !t,h your In form:! tier, stating that "Jfl'IA her. always 
. been flnr.ncod and is still by P.KKTCZ3* 

9. nognrdlng YJp'lft's .Intoll igence activities In 
r.v/lt^erlanU,* thexA^stP-m) roports cobtoin Information to the 
effect 'that XHDIA put himolf. In^, connect with Amorican and 
British Intelligence Agencies as %ell ns Soviet Intelligence 
of fleers . . his contacts are raportVd/jpto bo the following: 

a A member of tho .Soviet Repatriation Committee in 
Salzburg7 namely. Captain T PI! A RT IS1 IV ILI . 

b. Alexandre T S9MAYA , . A LCH XBAYA , KASAISIiVILI.and 
MA OA LOW -ITa 0 A LOV; SKY ILI, all former- members of the Georgiache 
. Verbindung33tab, at present in Munich wher9 they are receiving 
the assistance of tho Anoricans, but are also in contact with 
the Russians* 

_£• Chota BCHKSZI-'III, reportedly subject's right-band 
man and h is liaison with Soviet agents during the time of the 
Verb indunga stab, who was in Salzburg during oarly 1945, - 

succeeded in obtaining permission for repatriation to Switzer- 
land and was taken to the Swiss bordor with the above-mentioned 
Captain TSKARTISPVILI pnd Lt .. MDXVANI.on September 6, 1945 
with instructions for KSDIA to enlarge as much a a possible his 
Georgian committee in Sv/itzerland . 

d. FR’TSCKWJJILTin, chief of the Ferner Kilfsvereln 
(Committed for the assistance to people reluctant to return to 
the Soviet Union) , who was prevailed upon by various persons 
to. entrust the .representation , of his committee in . Switzerland 
to K.EDIA . In so f ar as OonDgian interests wero concerned* 

e. Ulna ; KIKO T '• F-I: JIAKFV IC , who worked for subject in 
Paris oncT was contacted in August or September, 1945. by subject 
in. Switzerland through couriers . It Is reported that Kv-DIA 
wanted her to go to Switzerland for reasons which are not 
entirely clear. 




